
The glorious whitewasher 
 

On a bright Saturday morning, everyone passing by seemed happy.  

Everyone, except Tom.  He had planned to pass the whole day playing, but 

he soon discovered that his aunt had other plans for him.  Aunt Polly sent 

Tom out to whitewash the fence of their house.  It was a punishment for 

misbehaving badly.  The fence was 10 meters long, 3 meters high.  It 

would have surely kept Tom busy all day.  Downhearted, Tom started 

dipping the brush and painting the never-ending fence, top to bottom.  He 

soon got tired, so he sat down on a wooden barrel, under the shade of a 

tree for a short break.  
In the meantime Jim passed by.  He was on a chore.  Aunt Polly had 

told him to go to the pump to fetch a pail of water, and not to stop 

talking to anyone.  Tom tried to get him to do some of the whitewashing in 

return for a “white alley,” a kind of marble. Jim almost agreed, but Aunt 

Polly appeared in the nick of time and chased him off, leaving Tom alone 

with his labor. 

A little while later, Ben Rogers came by.  The very boy, of all boys, 

whose ridicule he had feared most.  Ben soon started teasing Tom and 

making fun of him, but cunning Tom pretended he was actually enjoying 

the whitewashing.  Ben wasn’t the guy to fall in very easily, but after 

some bargaining, Ben agreed to give Tom his apple in exchange for the 

privilege of working on the fence. Tom gave him the brush with a 

reluctant face, but giggling in 

his heart.  In the meantime, 

he stayed in the shade, 

sitting on the wooden barrel, 

eating the apple with his feet 

dangling.  By the time Ben 

was fed up, Tom had traded 

the next chance to Billy 

Fisher for a kite, in good 

repair; and when he also 

played out, Johnny Miller 

bought in for a dead rat and 

a string to swing it with. 



  Over the course of the day, every boy who passed by, ended up 

staying to whitewash, and each one gave Tom something in exchange. By 

the time the fence had three coats, Tom had collected a hoard of 

miscellaneous treasures.  

Tom mused that all it takes to make someone want something is to 

make that thing look pleasant and hard to get. 

adapted from Mark Twain’s ‘The adventures of Tom Sawyer’ 

 

Choose the answer that fits best 

 

1.   Tom started his job (enthusiastically, reluctantly, gladly). 

2.   Jim (had just started, had already whitewashed, was going to 

whitewash) the fence, when Aunt Polly chased him off. 

3.   By the time the fence was finished, Tom was (richer, poorer, 

exhausted). 

 

Using full sentences, answer the following questions. 

 

4.   Why was everyone happy except Tom? 

5.   Who ordered him to whitewash the fence? Why? 

6.   How did Tom convince Jim to help him with the whitewashing? 

7.   Was Tom happy when he saw Ben Rogers? Why? 

8.   In your own words explain ‘Tom gave him the brush with a reluctant 

face, but giggling in his heart.’ 

9.   Who was the third boy meeting Tom while he was whitewashing? 

 

Say whether the following sentences are True or False, giving a 
reason for your answer. 

 

10. Tom was certain it would take him a lot of time to finish off the 

fence. 

11. Ben was sorry for Tom when he saw him whitewashing. 

 

12. Find a word or group of words in the passage meaning the same as 

a) unhappy   b) just in time 

 

13. Give the meaning of the following words as used in the passage 

a) to whitewash  b) chore  c) dangling 


