
The�

tortoise-catcher�
 

Ms. Silver was a pretty lady.  Her husband was dead and she now 

lived in a flat with Alfie, her pet tortoise.  She loved Alfie a lot. 

 

Mr. Hoppy, her neighbour, also lived alone.  He had never been 

married.  He was a very, very shy man.  Mr. Hoppy loved Ms. Silver, but 

was too shy to tell her. 

 

Ms. Silver took good care of Alfie.  She gave him cabbage leaves to 

eat and made him a small wooden house for winter.  But she was worried 

because Alfie was not growing. 

 

When she told Mr. Hoppy that Alfie was growing, he told her that 

she should repeat some magic words which Mr. Hoppy told her, and Alfie 

would start growing. 

 

                       
 

It was not true that those words were magical.  Mr. Hoppy had a 

very good plan. He bought one hundred and forty tortoises, all of 

different sizes. When Ms. Hoppy was at work, he would go on his balcony, 

and using the tortoise-catcher he had done himself, he would change 



Alfie with another tortoise a little 

bigger than him.  He would do this 

once every week.  It was easy for 

him because his balcony was right 

above Ms. Hoppy’s balcony. 

 

In this way, Ms. Silver 

thought that Alfie was growing 

because of the magic words Mr. 

Hoppy gave her. 
adapted from Roald Dahl’s ‘Esio Trot’ 

 

 

1.  Underline the correct answer 

 

a)  Mr. Hoppy was (married, 

unmarried). 

b)  Mr. Hoppy was (a shy, a cruel) 

man. 

c)  Mr. Hoppy changed the tortoises 

every (day, week, month). 

d)  Mr. Hoppy (bought, did) the 

tortoise-catcher. 

 

2.  Now answer the following questions 

 

a)  Was Ms. Silver pretty or ugly?  

Ms. Silver was _________________________________________ 

b)  What did Ms. Silver give Alfie to eat? 

Ms. Silver gave _________________________________________ 

c)  Why was Ms. Silver worried? 

Ms. Silver was worried because _____________________________ 

d)  Why was it easy for Mr. Hoppy to change Ms. Silver’s tortoise? 

It was easy for Mr. Hoppy to change Ms. Silver’s tortoise because ___ 

 

3.  Say if the following sentences are True or False 

 

a)  Ms. Silver did not love Alfie. 

b)  Ms. Silver knew that Mr. Hoppy loved her. 

c)  It was not true that those words were magical. 

d)  Mr. Hoppy bought a lot of tortoises. 


